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back to his community. He has served on nu-
merous boards and societies, including the 
National Board of Directors for the National 
Black United Fund. He has held the position of 
Resident Scholar for the Black Archives of Mid 
America, Inc., and he has worked as the His-
torian in Resident for the Bruce R. Watkins 
Cultural Center. Sonny sets a true example of 
the qualities we should look for in all public 
servants: dedication, perseverance, and a 
deep, generous love for his community. 

Sonny’s unwavering devotion and tireless 
commitment has made a profound impact on 
the Kansas City community, so I am truly privi-
leged to be able to recognize Sonny’s efforts 
today. Madam Speaker, please join me and 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District in cele-
brating Mr. Elvis ‘‘Sonny’’ Gibson. Our history 
is how we understand ourselves, and every 
day, Sonny helps us understand ourselves a 
bit better. Let us all seek to emulate his exam-
ple by dedicating ourselves to service, dis-
mantling injustice in all its forms, and affirming 
that the American story is incomplete so long 
as so many American stories are left off its 
pages. Let us continue to add new pages, so 
that we may be able to make history by writing 
it down. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JEFFREY 
BONNER’S RETIREMENT FROM 
THE ST. LOUIS ZOO 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the incredible 
work and service of Dr. Jeffrey Bonner. On 
March 24, 2021, Dr. Bonner announced that 
he planned to retire as the President and CEO 
of the St. Louis Zoo after 19 years of steadfast 
leadership. 

As any St. Louisan will tell you, the Zoo is 
one of our city’s most treasured attractions. 
Home to over 12,000 animals, 500 different 
species, and free admission for all, the St. 
Louis Zoo brings in families from throughout 
the region to witness the amazing beauty of 
wildlife from all over the world. Over the 
course of Dr. Bonner’s tenure, 56 million peo-
ple have had the privilege of visiting the St. 
Louis Zoo and seeing its world-class exhibits. 

Since joining the Zoo in 2002, Dr. Bonner 
coordinated and oversaw multiple campaigns 
to modernize the century-old campus, create 
scholarships and educational programs, and 
pioneer innovative animal conservation initia-
tives. Dr. Bonner’s dedication to the Zoo, the 
animals, and our city played a pivotal role in 
making our Zoo one of the best in the nation 
and a local landmark. 

I want to thank Dr. Bonner for his hard work 
and devotion, and I wish him all the best in 
the next chapter of his life. 
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ISABELLA RIVERO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Isabella 

Rivero for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Isabella Rivero is a student at Oberon Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Isabella 
Rivero is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Isa-
bella Rivero for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FIRST LADY ROSANNE 
SANTOS ADA 

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Rosanne 
Santos Ada. Rosanne was a former first lady 
of Guam and dedicated public servant. The 
people of Guam will fondly remember her as 
a leader whose decades of contributions to 
our underserved communities and whole-
hearted compassion strengthened our island 
community. 

When Rosanne’s husband, Joseph Ada, 
was elected to office as the Governor of 
Guam in 1987, she rose to proudly serve our 
people as its first lady for eight years. In addi-
tion to being a dedicated wife, mother, and 
grandmother, she is widely known as a pas-
sionate advocate for members of our commu-
nity in most need. As a first lady, she advo-
cated for greater support and services for indi-
viduals with disabilities, and her contributions 
to this community further expanded through 
her work as a director at the Department of In-
tegrated Services for Individuals with Disabil-
ities and Executive Director of the Guam De-
velopmental Disabilities Council. Taking on 
these roles of leadership in our community, 
Rosanne further assisted in developing cul-
turally competent programs to promote self- 
determination, independence, and productivity 
for individuals with disabilities. Further, she 
worked for and with individuals with disabilities 
and their families in advocating for systems 
change, public policy, and best practices 
which accounted for the full inclusion and inte-
gration of individuals with disabilities in all fac-
ets of community life. 

Her lifelong mission of selfless service and 
advocacy for the voiceless also poured out 
into other parts of her career as well. Along-
side her colleagues at Guma’ Mami, a com-
munity-based nonprofit organization, Rosanne 
continued her work of inclusion and integration 
while facilitating supportive housing and suc-
cessful case management for adults with dis-
abilities. This profound commitment to others 
above and before self truly proved limitless 
through her continued work for the 
marginalized during Eddie Calvo’s guber-
natorial administration. 

Rosanne Ada is an icon of servant leader-
ship, dear friend to many, and esteemed 
champion of equitable support systems for all. 
Her life’s work illustrates a humbling devotion 
to seeking justice in places often overlooked, 
and I join the people of Guam in remembering 
and celebrating her life and legacy of uncondi-
tional commitment to serving the people she 
leaves behind. I extend my deepest condo-
lences to former Governor Joseph Ada, their 
children Eric, Tricia, and Ester, and the rest of 
their family and friends. Rosanne will be deep-
ly missed, and her love and memories will for-
ever remain in the hearts of the people of 
Guam. 
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HONORING FRANCISCO H. DE 
JESUS FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE IN CELEBRATION OF 
NATIONAL BORINQUENEERS DAY 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Francisco H. 
De Jesus was born on March 9, 1924 in 
Peñuelas, Puerto Rico. In 1950 he was de-
ployed to the Korean War aboard the USNS 
Marine Lynx as part of the 65th Infantry Regi-
ment, which was nicknamed ‘‘The 
Borinqueneers’’. Francisco served in this hon-
orable regiment for one year during the Ko-
rean War and then transferred to Panama for 
a tour as a member of Military Police. 

Upon completing his service, Francisco re-
turned to Puerto Rico, rejoining his young fam-
ily in San Juan. Francisco was an entre-
preneur. He pursued numerous business ven-
tures before establishing what became a very 
well-known men’s store called Heryck’s Men’s 
Store in Caparra Terrace. In 1976, Francisco 
sold his beloved store and moved his family to 
Orlando, Florida. For 20 years, Francisco 
worked for the Orange County School Board 
as a community liaison in the Immigration De-
partment, playing a key role in registering mi-
grant families and their children to enable at-
tendance at local schools during the year. 

Francisco is a beloved husband, father of 7 
children, a grand-father of 14 and a Great- 
grandfather of 16. He still an avid storyteller, 
loves listening to music and is a great Domino 
player. Francisco recently celebrated his 97th 
birthday in Orlando, Florida. 
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JACOB LAUX 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jacob Laux 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Jacob Laux is a student at Oberon Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jacob Laux 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
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